no             Letters to Somebody

abject the phraseology the better. No one thinks.
They only "venture to think," an expression which used
to lash Mr. Speaker Brand into fury. "If you venture
to think, you think/' he used to say.

Again, no one ever writes "it rained," but "there had
been humidity in the air and the precipitation took the
form of rain." One of the most delicious of notes
began :

"I most respectfully submit these views, not in*the
belief that they are of any value nor with the conviction
that they will prove acceptable, but rather in the hope
that they may produce the exactly opposite resultant."

I commend the formula to the League of Nations.

Whether a public servant of the Crown when at the
head of a department should resign if he differs alto-
gether from the member of the Government who is
his chief is a point so often and so hotly discussed that
I presume to indicate the rule laid down for myself.
In such circumstances, in my opinion, it would clearly
be my duty to represent with the utmost insistence,
consistent with respect, the gravity of the danger in-
volved in my Secretary of State's proposed action and
even to return to the charge if a legitimate opportunity
offered. When, however, the Government decision has
become final it would be equally my clear duty to carry
it out, not only to the very best of my ability but with
the utmost loyalty, and especially with cordiality.

Only one of two reasons justifies resignation. In-
ability to discharge satisfactorily, owing to ill-health
or other cause, the duties entrusted to one or on a point